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Being Brown: Latinos in U.S. Political Culture 
AFPRL 390.30 
POLSC 317.59 
Fall 2021 
Hunter College 
 
Professor Lázaro Lima 
Office: W1704 
Meeting Time: M/Th from 1:10 – 2:25 PM   
Location: W522 
Communication: Blackboard e-mail list 
Course Website: http://www.lazarolima.com/being-brown-fall-2021.html 
 
Course Description:     
 
This course explores how Latinos—people of Latin American ancestry living in the US—have transformed 
US political culture, “deliberative democracy,” and democratic practice. In an “America” that has been 
demographically and culturally transformed by Latinos, and at a moment of unprecedented historical 
crisis and state failures, this course asks: What do citizens, cultural citizens, and their democratically 
elected representatives owe each other for the laws they enact and the social contract that binds 
them? Informed by critical race theory, the histories of Latino political activism, and the Black Lives 
Matter Movement (#BLM), this course examines how Latinos have creatively engaged the politics of 
national belonging and reimagined the conditions under which Latinos (and other “minority” political 
actors) can emerge as constitutive subjects of American cultural and political history. We will develop a 
critical understanding of the history of Latinos by focusing on how Chicano (Mexican American), Puerto 
Rican, Central American and other Latino communities have responded to nativism, historical erasure, 
and political disenfranchisement. Cast as "the forever foreigners" of US political and cultural history, this 
course analyzes how Latinos have challenged racism, historical inequalities, and educational 
disenfranchisement as well as how, in the process, they have created spaces for democratic emergence 
and the fortification of democratic practice. 
 
Mode of Delivery     
 
This course will meet in person. If the Covid-19 pandemic requires us to move instruction to an on-line 
mode of delivery, you will receive instructions for remote instruction via email. In the event the class 
moves to remote instruction, we will meet synchronously and you should come to “class” as you would 
any professional setting. Please note that CUNY policy allows for instructors to expect that your cameras 
are on and you to be visible.  
 
Safety Considerations     
 
We are living and learning in unprecedented times for which there is no simple template for how to 
survive a pandemic or how to optimize learning in the face of Covid-19. But we do have driving 
principles to guide us that are central to the Hunter College mission and my own pedagogy: “Mihi Cura 
Futuri,” the care of the future is mine. Since we cannot have a future unless we take care of ourselves, 
and each other, I expect that all students will follow safety protocols as established by fact-based 
science, institutional policy, and common sense. As of the start of the semester, the policies related to 
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pandemic learning can be found here (and are subject to updates as necessary): 
http://www.lazarolima.com/health-and-safety.html. 
 
Learning Objectives and Outcomes     
 
The course learning objectives are structured so that learning outcomes can be assessed through the 
course requirements listed below. The course learning outcomes seek to ensure that students will be able 
to: 
 
1. Gather, interpret, and assess information from a variety of sources and points of view through class 
assignments, 
2. Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or analytically,  
3. Produce well-reasoned written and oral arguments using evidence to support conclusions by the 
following class assignment prompts, and 
4. Achieve an understanding of major social and political currents of racialized and ethnic participation in 
American democracy, as well as the currents, themes and methods of ethnic studies  
5. Synthesize information from multiple sources in order to generate new insights 
 
Course Requirements     
 
1. Readings. All students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss and analyze the material 
assigned for each class meeting. At a minimum, this means you should prepare short written summaries 
of each assigned primary text and related questions based on the assigned material. These short 
summaries will occasionally be collected for my review and commentary. Please refer to section on 
“Homework Listed on the Syllabus” here for additional information: http://www.lazarolima.com/general-
course-policies.html.) 
 
2. Writing assignments. Texts designated by an asterisk (“*”) in the syllabus will require a short writing 
assignment of 250-500 words (1-2 pgs.) following a method for formal cultural and historical commentary 
called “TCI methodology” (“Text + Context = Interpretation”) that will be explained in class and that we 
will practice during the course of the semester. Please see “TCI Method” here: 
http://www.lazarolima.com/tcimethod.html. 
 
3. Class Participation. This course meets twice a week. Class participation involves voluntary contributions 
on behalf of the student. All students must participate by actively speaking about the topics the assigned 
materials raise in relation to previous readings and class discussions. Attendance without participation 
counts as an absence. Please refer to section on “Class Participation” for an explanation of participation 
grade here: http://www.lazarolima.com/general-course-policies.html.  
 
4. Attendance. Although our course meets virtually, more than two absences after add-drop period will 
stands to affect your grade negatively as you will not be able to participate, contribute, or learn from the 
class discussions. You are required to get notes, announcements, or any missed material from your 
classmates before consulting with your professor. Please refer to section on “Attendance” here: 
http://www.lazarolima.com/general-course-policies.html.  
 
5. Presentations. There will be group and individual presentations throughout the semester. The 
presentations are not to simply repeat information found in the assigned texts or assignments but rather 
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an opportunity to connect the presentation topic at hand with previous class readings and discussions. 
Presentations are timed and will last approximately 10-12 minutes for group presentations and 5-6 minutes 
for individual presentations (additional minutes will be allotted for questions and discussion). Since select 
information from each presentation may appear on examinations, it is to your benefit, and that of your 
classmates, to cogently and clearly explain your topic to the class. Group presentations may include 
interactive media (e.g., Google Slides, Screencast-o-matic, etc.). Before your presentations students will 
send me via email a brief one-page handout that indicates 1) the topic or article being presented (full 
citation of source/s), 2) the name of group member/s, and 3) a short outline indicating the major points 
covered in the presentation. I encourage students to meet with me virtually prior to assigned 
presentations. The handout will be posted on our class website.  
 
6. Final Project (either option “A” or “B” below). You may choose to complete either a final research paper 
or a final digital/archival project related to the course.  
  
A. Final Research Paper: Students interested in this option should meet with me in order to determine the 
research topic. As with the shorter writing assignments, your final research paper will be double-spaced, 
12-point Times-font, and conform to MLA Style; unlike shorter writing assignments, the final research 
paper will be 5-6 pages (inclusive of documentation). As noted, all written assignments must be submitted 
the day the assignment is due. Research papers will be graded on 1) content, 2) grammar, 3) use of primary 
and secondary sources, and 4) clarity of expression.  
 
B. Final Project. As an alternative to the final paper, students familiar with digital media and/or archival 
work will be allowed to submit a “journalistic” film-documentary, or digital web-archive of Latino oral 
histories/interviews about NYC Latino communities or a related topic. The final project will focus on at 
least one theme from the course. This option requires you to 1) choose at least one major theme or topic 
included in the syllabus that will guide the content of your interviews (either filmic or aural-digital), and 2) 
to interview at least two participants. If you are interested in this option, please see me before our midterm 
exam date.  
 
7. Exams. There will be a midterm and a cumulative final exam for the course.  
 
Evaluation and Grading     
 
EVALUATION: 
 
Class Participation    15% 
Writing Assignments   15% 
Presentations    10% 
Quizzes     15% 
Midterm    15% 
Final Exam    15% 
Final Project    15% 
 
GRADING SYSTEM: 
 
A+= 97.5-100 
A  = 92.5-97.4 
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A- = 90-92.4 
B+= 87.5-89.9 
B  =  82.5-87.4 
B- = 80-82.4 
C+= 77.5-79.9 
C = 70-77.4 
D = 60-69.9 
F = 0 = 59.9 
 
Required Texts     
 
Cristina Beltrán. Cruelty as Citizenship: How Migrant Suffering Sustains White Democracy. University of 
Minnesota Press, 2020. 
 
Lázaro Lima. Being Brown: Sonia Sotomayor and the Latino Question. University of California Press, 2019. 
 
Note: 1) Additional primary and secondary texts listed in the syllabus are accessible as linked via our class 
website; 2) beyond the primary and secondary readings, we will address current issues regarding Latinx 
politics as they emerge during the course of the semester. These ancillary assignments/readings are 
required and will be posted on the class website as well.  
 
Email Policy     
 
You are expected to check your email regularly for course updates. Email is also useful for short 
exchanges, short questions. However, longer exchanges should be conducted during office hours or 
other by appointment. Please see me during office hours if your questions require elaboration. I respond 
to e-mail within 48 hours during regular business house (9:00-5:00 pm). If your e-mail is time sensitive, 
please keep these parameters in mind and plan accordingly. If you have a doubt about what constitutes 
appropriate email exchanges please see here: 
http://web.wellesley.edu/SocialComputing/Netiquette/netiquetteprofessor.html.  
 
Academic Integrity and Plagiarism      
 
“Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on examinations, 
obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against 
the values of intellectual honesty. The college is committed to enforcing the CUNY Policy on Academic 
Integrity and will pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the Hunter College Academic Integrity 
Procedures.” This means not only automatic failing of the course but possible expulsion from Hunter 
College. 
 
Access/Ability     
 
In compliance with the American Disability Act of 1990 (ADA) and with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, Hunter College is committed to ensuring educational parity and accommodations for all 
students with documented disabilities and/or medical conditions. Students with documented disabilities 
(emotional, medical, physical, and/or learning) should provide the instructor documentation after 
consultation from the Office of AccessABILITY by the second week of the semester. The office is located 
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in Room E 1214B. For further information and assistance call the office of AccessABILITY: (212) 772- 
4857 or (212) 650-3230.  
 
Miscellaneous     
 
We will cover issues pertinent to the course that span the depth and breadth of human diversity 
including representations of race, gender, sexuality, politics, violence, and related themes and topics 
that require analytic distance and evidence-based evaluation and analysis. Engaging productively with 
course readings, discussions, materials, presentations and related course content are required to 
successfully complete the course. Please familiarize yourself with course materials in the syllabus by 
reviewing it, and/or speaking with your instructor, in order to avoid unexpected surprises or material that 
may be triggering to certain sensibilities. 
 
Changes to Syllabus     
 
This syllabus is subject to change as needed (e.g., student intellectual interests, potential transition to 
remote delivery, etc.). All changes will be announced via our class website or email. 

Syllabus 
 
 
Dates 

Readings and Assignments 
(Please Refer to Class Website for Assignments, Course Prompts, and Realia) 
 
Topics 

Thursday, August 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday, August 30 

Introduction: Latinos and the Democratic Commons 
 
1. Latinx, Latino/a, Hispanic and the role of identities in US Political Culture  
2. Review of basic terminology: Latino/a, Latinx, Hispanic, Boricua 
3. Review of class website 
4. Critical Cartographies: 1492, 1848, 1898 (review and discussion of pre- and 
post-US—Mexico War maps) 
 
Historical Context for Latinx Political Cultures 
 
1. Corbin Biles, “Newt Gingrich Goes Full "Great Replacement Theory’ on 
Fox”  
2. John Haltiwanger, “An RNC speaker said it would be 'smart' for the police 
to racially profile her biracial son because of ‘statistics’” (read article, view 
video embedded in article) 
3. Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848)  
4. John Calhoun, “The Government of a White Race” ["The Conquest of 
Mexico" was the title historians gave this speech on the Senate floor in the 
early 20th c.]  (1848) 
 
  

Thursday, September 2 
 
 
 

The Forever Foreigners: Manifest Destiny, Cultural Amnesia, Denaturalization, 
Repatriation, and Historical Accountability 
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Monday, September 6  

1.  John O’Sullivan, “The Great Nation of Futurity” (1839) and “Annexation” 
(1845) 
2. Simon Romer, “Lynch Mobs Killed Latinos Across the West. The Fight to 
Remember These Atrocities is Just Starting” (2019) 
3. The Lone Ranger (view first 10 mins and refer to class website for prompts)  
4. “Fatal Encounters” (NGO) (familiarize yourself with site and refer to class 
website for prompts) 
5. Vanesa Romo, “U.S. Citizen Detained For Weeks, Nearly Deported by 
Immigration Officials” (2019). 

College Closed 
 

 
Thursday, September 9 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday, September 13 
 

 
1. Leo Chávez, “Introduction” to The Latino Threat Narrative (as linked) 
2. Alex Wagner, “America’s Forgotten History of Illegal Deportations,” The 
Atlantic (2017) 
3. Review historical documents: repatriation orders, and news reports 
(website) 
 
1. Lázaro Lima, “Introduction” and “Sonia Sotomayor and the Latino 
Question” from Being Brown (2019) (view site and refer to class website for 
prompts) 
2. Research history of “Mexican repatriation” (refer to class website for 
prompts) 
3. Ursula Wolfe-Boca, “Downplaying Deportations: How Textbooks Hide the 
Mass Expulsion of Mexican Americans During the Great Depression” ZEDP 
(2019) 
4. Ryan P. Smith, “Guatemalan Immigrant Luisa Moreno Was Expelled From 
the U.S. for Her Groundbreaking Labor Activism” Smithsonian (2018) 
 

Thursday, September 16 
 
 
 
Monday, September 20 

College Closed 
 
Puerto Rico, Sex, Science and the Legacies of U.S. Empire  
 
1. Lázaro Lima, “Sonia Sotomayor and Other States of Debt” in Being Brown 
(2019) 
2. Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden” (1899) 
3. Archival material: “Uncle Sam's Burden,” “The Philippines, Porto [sic] and 
Cuba,” “Shotting Captured Insurgents” (refer to class website for prompts) 
4. Read Cornelius Rhoads' Letter (1931) (refer to class website for prompts) 
 

 
Thursday, September 23 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Ana María García, documentary film, La operación (1982) (refer to class 
website for prompts) 
2. Laura Briggs, Reproducing Empire: Race, Sex, Science, and U.S. 
Imperialism in Puerto Rico (2002) (refer to class website for prompts) 
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Monday, September 27 3. Drew C. Pendergrass and Michelle Y. Raij, “The Bitter Pill: Harvard and the 
Dark History of Birth Control” Harvard Crimson (2017) 
4. Review archival sources (refer to class website for prompts) 
 

Thursday, September 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday, October 4  

Central America, Extractive Capitalism and “the Migrant Caravan” 
 
1. Laura Briggs and Josefina Saldaña-Portillo, “The Crisis for Asylum-Seekers 
is Gender-Based Violence,” Public Books Collective (2021) 
2. Ronn Pineo, “Immigration Crisis: The United States Under President Donald 
J. Trump,”Journal of Developing Societies (2020) 
3. Michael Deibert, “What is forcing thousands of migrants to flee their home 
countries? The Guardian (2018) 
Review archival material: School of the Americas, SOA Dossier, and related 
realia (refer to class website for prompts) 
 
1. Beth Daley, “How US Policy in Honduras Set the Stage for Today’s 
Migration,” The Conversation (2016) 
2. Noman Merchant, “More Migrant Women Say They Didn’t OK Surgery in 
Detention,“ AP News (2020)  
3. Review for Midterm Exam 
 

Thursday, October 7 
 
Monday, October 11 

1. Midterm Exam 
 
College Closed 
 

Thursday, October 14 
 
 
Monday, October 18 

1. Student group presentations 1 (refer to class website for presentation 
details) 
 
1. Student group presentations 2 (refer to class website for presentation 
details) 
 

Thursday, October 21 
 
 
Monday, October 25 
 

 
1.  
 
 
1.  
 

Thursday, October 28 
 
 
Monday, November 1 
 

 
1.  
 
 
1.  
 
 

Thursday, November 4 
 

 
1.  
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Monday, November 8 

 
 
 
1.  
 

Thursday, November 11 
 
 
 
Monday, November 15 

 
1.  
 
 
1.  
 
 

Thursday, November 18 
 
 
 
Monday, November 22 

 
1.  
 
 
 
1.  
 
 

Thursday, November 25 
 
Monday, November 29 

College Closed 
 
 
1.  
 

Thursday, December 2 
 
 
Monday, December 6 

 
1.  
 
 
1.  
 

Thursday, December 9 
 
 
 
Monday, December 13 

 

1.  

Last Day of Class 

1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


