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Introduction 

The Department of Africana, Puerto Rican and Latino Studies (formerly Department of Africana and Puerto 
Rican/Latino Studies) seeks to continue and expand upon its tradition of archiving, documenting, teaching, 
and producing research and scholarship related to the study of Black, Puerto Rican, and Latinx knowledge 
projects through a proposed year-long series, “Black and Latinx Practices of Freedom: Archives, Methods, 
and Pedagogies.” The series is conceptually grounded in the belief that knowing and doing are inseparable 
from each other if individual and collective freedoms are to be achieved and maintained.  
 
It is in this sense that philosopher and educational theorist Paolo Freire considered “practices of freedom” 
as both the laboring toward knowing (epistemology) and praxis (enacting the work of freedom). We 
conceive of our collective work within this frame as creating and transmitting knowledge that our students—
along with the intellectual and lived communities that we serve and inhabit—can enact through practices of 
freedom grounded in ethical historical accounting (the archive), the necessary tools required for the 
enactment of such freedoms (methods informed by sound theoretical Black and ethnic studies traditions 
and cutting edge work), and inclusive pedagogies that allow us all to be co-creators and purveyors of 
knowledge about Black and Latinx life.  
 
We seek to showcase innovative praxis, research, and scholarship related to Black, Latinx, race and ethnic 
studies at Hunter College through a year-long project that brings thought leaders to campus for a series of 
public workshops and lectures. In the spirit of Freire’s “practices of freedoms” the structure of the project 
seeks to bring thinkers in Black, race, and ethnic studies from across the country in conversation with our 
own distinguished community of scholars, activists, and scholar-activists at Hunter. By linking the cutting-
edge scholarship, research, and praxis of the work and practices of thought leaders from across the 
country with our own local innovators (faculty, staff, and students), we expect to become co-creators of 
knowledge and energize future directions in curriculum building that showcases the most promising work in 
Black, race, and ethnic studies.  
 
The goal is cogent: to energize stakeholders (that is, faculty, students, and staff) with the tools 
(methodologies) that might make democratic practice meaningful for our diverse regional and national polity 
through practices of freedom that create, produce, and disseminate knowledge for the common good. This 
will be accomplished with three public-facing events (AY 2022-23) that are bookended by a community 
introduction-retreat to the project in late September 2022, and a concluding summative community 
discussion-retreat for participant stakeholders on how best to implement and extend the project’s goals 
after the conclusion of the grant period. 
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We expect to model for students, colleagues, and the communities we serve, how to safeguard, expand, 
and develop a thriving Black, race, and ethnic studies agenda for Hunter and, more broadly, for CUNY and 
the country. We will accomplish this through programming that centers on Black, Latinx, race, and ethnic 
studies archives, methods, and pedagogies. In what follows, we outline these three principal units or 
“pillars” of our project as well as the list of potential external thought leaders we propose to invite. The 
capacious nature of the project requires that we seek funding for $25,000 from BRESI to fully develop and 
implement the proposed project. 
 
Pillar 1 Archives: Mining the Black and Latinx Archive  
 
The Department of Africana, Puerto Rican and Latino Studies (AFPRL) has the distinct honor of being one 
of the first race and ethnic studies departments in the country. The very founding of AFPRL was premised 
on praxis: students demanding that the curriculum reflect the depth and breadth of what traditional 
disciplinary boundaries had elided. At an historical moment such as ours, it becomes ever more imperative 
to instill in students and our communities the importance of parsing truth from fiction, the importance of 
identifying crass expediency from ethical accountability in knowledge production, and the necessary 
archival repositories and archives of the flesh that can ethically reframe a national inheritance of physical 
and epistemic violence against communities of color in ways that are both evidence-driven and ethically 
committed to redress.  
 
Part of the collective intellectual work and praxis that AFPRL engages centers on building an ever more 
expansive narrative of the “U.S. American” racial, ethnic, and gendered experience that both our intellectual 
training and collective work requires and elucidates through evidence. Evidence gathering, archiving, 
interpretation, and curating are central to our enterprise. Indeed, divergent standards of evidence across 
and within disciplinary boundaries should not be feared. It is at the interstices of interpretive conflict that 
better questions and frames for understanding emerge. The critical engagement of interdisciplinary inquiry 
should indeed result in more questioning and solicit a concerted and humanistic approach to collaborative 
problem-solving in both broader and more particularized ways. 
 
Pillar 2 Methods: Methods for Interpreting Black and Latinx Archives 
 
What are the most propitious starting points for articulating and engaging with Black, Latinx, race, and 
ethnic studies methodological and theoretical work? If theory provides us with the frame for understanding 
a problem, and methods provide us the tools for apprehending, explicating, and articulating potential 
solutions to problems in Black, Latinx, race, and ethnic studies, then a crucial question arises: What are the 
central frames through which we can best “see” the problems at hand in order to theorize potential 
solutions to said problematics? 
 
The one constant thread that links methodological and theoretical problems in the study of Black, Latinx, 
race, and ethnic studies is the connection between these endangered knowledge projects and 
jurisprudence. From redlining to voter suppression, to carceral politics and #BLM protests, from DACA and 
family separation and beyond, the law’s disparate treatment of social outgroup members has put the 
promise of equality to the test with abundant evidence of the disparate treatment meted out to marginalized 
communities. Confronting the purposeful ahistorical assault on U.S. history with ethical precision and 
evidence is crucial now more than ever (see image 1 in appendix A). 
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This unit seeks to frame a common vocabulary for understanding the stakes involved in decolonizing the 
curriculum through the intersections of law as a theoretical enterprise and the lived experience of being 
subject to laws that may not be dispensed with any regard for justice, much less historical accountability. 
Fealty to the notion of the “rule of law” has undermined meaningful critiques of the application of statutes, 
the exclusion of persons failing to meet various criteria, and the weaponizaton of the law to ensure some 
are freer than others. The current far right assaults against CRT are the direct result of a concerted attempt 
to do away with research, teaching and scholarship on Black, Latinx, race and ethnic studies knowledge 
that insists on an evidence based telling of our nation’s history—ethically accountable narratives that 
provide factual documentation about slavery, colonialism, racial segregation, mass deportations based on 
race, and more.  
 
Pillar 3 Pedagogies: Pedagogies of Freedom.  
 
The third unit or “pillar” for the project concerns how inclusive pedagogies can enable learners to both 
succeed and transform the communities from which they emerge through equitable learning and praxis. 
Black, Latinx, race and ethnic studies projects attuned to inclusive pedagogies live the daily practice of 
knowing and doing through student-centered engagements in and outside of the classroom.  
How can Black, Latinx, race and ethnic studies thrive in the context of such diversity within CUNY? And 
how can our teaching, and the scholarship about teaching, best inform our own praxis work with our 
students and the communities we serve? How can we identify less-resource enabled students early enough 
and how might we best learn how to identify their gifts and bridge the challenges that inform their lived and 
embodied experiences?  
 
Drawing from a large body of research—much of it foundational scholarship on teaching and learning—it is 
clear that learning outcomes are improved for everyone when teachers attend to student differences and 
take deliberate steps to ensure that all students, across differences in academic and social background as 
well as physical and cognitive abilities, feel welcomed, valued, challenged, and supported in their academic 
work” (from Georgetown University, Center for Teaching and Learning). This unit in our project asks us to 
consider the specificity that inheres to teaching about Black, Latinx, race and ethnic studies to student 
constituencies that include Black, Latinx, Afro-Latinx and first-generation students and how we might do so 
equitably. 
 
The ultimate goal of this third project focus on “pedagogies of freedom” is on how we as teacher-scholars 
can relearn how best to teach what we teach in a way that reflects our lived mission and values. 
 
Summative Statement 
 
“Black and Latinx Practices of Freedom: Archives, Methods, and Pedagogies” seeks to build capacity for a 
capacious and reinvigorated project that envisions Black, Latinx, race and ethnic studies as central to the 
futures of CUNY and the constituencies that we serve. 
 

 


